
1877 Administration of George W. Bush, 2006 / Oct. 25 

regulation, hopefully less lawsuits, and our 
economy will remain strong. If we run up 
taxes, it will falter. 

Thank you. Appreciate it. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:40 p.m. 

Statement on the Retirement of 
Chief Usher Gary Walters 
October 24, 2006 

Chief Usher Gary Walters has been a val-
ued public servant to seven First Families 
for more than three decades at the White 
House. We have known Gary for many years 
and are especially grateful for making our 
family feel at home and for managing and 
overseeing the operations of the White 
House, a museum of American history. 
While we are sad to see him leave, we wish 
Gary all the best in his future endeavors. 

NOTE: This statement was released by the Office 
of the Press Secretary as a statement by the Presi-
dent and the First Lady. 

The President’s News Conference 
October 25, 2006 

The President. Thank you all very much. 
I’m going to spend a little more time on my 
opening comments than I usually do, but I’ll 
save plenty of time for questions. 

Over the past 3 years, I have often ad-
dressed the American people to explain de-
velopments in Iraq. Some of these develop-
ments were encouraging, such as the capture 
of Saddam Hussein, the elections in which 
12 million Iraqis defied the terrorists and 
voted for a free future, and the demise of 
the brutal terrorist Zarqawi. Other develop-
ments were not encouraging, such as the 
bombing of the U.N. headquarters in Bagh-
dad, the fact that we did not find stockpiles 
of weapons of mass destruction, and the con-
tinued loss of some of America’s finest sons 
and daughters. 

Recently American and Iraqi forces have 
launched some of the most aggressive oper-
ations on enemy forces in Baghdad since the 
war began. They’ve cleared neighborhoods 
of terrorists and death squads and uncovered 

large caches of weapons, including sniper 
scopes and mortars and powerful bombs. 
There has been heavy fighting. Many enemy 
fighters have been killed or captured, and 
we’ve suffered casualties of our own. This 
month we’ve lost 93 American service mem-
bers in Iraq, the most since October of 2005. 
During roughly the same period, more than 
300 Iraqi security personnel have given their 
lives in battle. Iraqi civilians have suffered 
unspeakable violence at the hands of the ter-
rorists, insurgents, illegal militias, armed 
groups, and criminals. 

The events of the past month have been 
a serious concern to me and a serious con-
cern to the American people. Today I will 
explain how we’re adapting our tactics to 
help the Iraqi Government gain control of 
the security situation. I’ll also explain why, 
despite the difficulties and bloodshed, it re-
mains critical that America defeat the enemy 
in Iraq by helping the Iraqis build a free na-
tion that can sustain itself and defend itself. 

Our security at home depends on ensuring 
that Iraq is an ally in the war on terror and 
does not become a terrorist haven like Af-
ghanistan under the Taliban. The enemy we 
face in Iraq has evolved over the past 3 years. 
After the fall of Saddam Hussein, a sophisti-
cated and a violent insurgency took root. 
Early on this insurgency was made up of 
remnants of Saddam Hussein’s Baath Party 
as well as criminals released by the regime. 
The insurgency was fueled by Al Qaida and 
other foreign terrorists, who focused most of 
their attention on high-profile attacks against 
coalition forces and international institutions. 

We learned some key lessons from that 
early phase in the war. We saw how quickly 
Al Qaida and other extremist groups would 
come to Iraq to fight and try to drive us out. 
We overestimated the capability of the civil 
service in Iraq to continue to provide essen-
tial services to the Iraqi people. We did not 
expect the Iraqi Army, including the Repub-
lican Guard, to melt away in the way that 
it did in the face of advancing coalition 
forces. 

Despite these early setbacks, some very 
important progress was made in the midst 
of an incredibly violent period. Iraqis formed 
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